I
Eighth, write the text

Thates the easy part.
Be sure to read your copy aloud!
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4) The de and ddts
of fundraising letters
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1. Use "I# and "You# (but mostly "You:

Use "you# most frequently in your letters.

A letter from one individual to another.

Not a press release, position paper, or brochure.
"You# and "I# provide "human interest.#

"Dear Friend,# not "Dear Friends.#

Abolish the plural "you# & the royal "we!#

IFC 10-08

2. Appeal on the basis of benefits, not n

Donors give because they get something in return.

Write about benefits: lives saved, human dngity ga
larger causes served.

Offeringangib/®enefits? Donet be shy!
Emergency? Send an emergency appeal!
Not an emergency? Donet cry wolf!
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3. Ask for money, not for "support.#

The "Ask# is not an afterthought.
The "Ask# is yoemsofor writing.

Repeat the Ask several times in the letterh®\D on t
reply device.

Maybe even lead with the Ask.
Mailing a survey to sign? Sell it!
But donet forget to Ask!

IFC 10-08
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4. Write a package, not a letter.

All elements must work iasa@e.
Each component reflects the Marketing Concept
Repeat the same themes, symbols, colors, typefaces
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5. Write in casual style.

Use compact, powerful words. Short, punchyssenten
Favor words that convey emaotions.

Avoid big words.

Minimize use of qualifiers.

Donet use abbreviations or acronyms.

Good writing is always easy to read.

IFC 10-08

6. Format your letter for easy readin

Leave "white space.# The eye needs rest.
Indent every paragraph.

No paragraphs more than seven lines long.
Vary paragraph length.

Use bullets and indented paragraphs.

Try subheads in long letters.

Underline sparingly

IFC 10-08




/. Give your readers a reason to send mone

Create urgency.

Look for reasons: a deadline, an electionegtiaga f
opportunity.

Or create your own reason.

There ia/waya reason to send a gift now.

IFC 10-08

8. Write as long a letter as you need
to make the case.

Not everyone reads every word, but some doa®ther:
letters.

Use every strong argument you can devise.
That may mean a very long letter.

Donet worry about boring your readers.
Simple case? Write a SHORT letter.

"Your dues are due# requires few words.
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5) How to evaluate an online appe
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Defenders of Wildlife
Washington, DC, USA
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From: Rodger Schlickeisen, Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund [mailto:actionfund@defenders.org]
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2008 9:27 AM

To: COrasin

Subject: Help Put Palin's Wolf-Killing Record on TV

Dear Charles, = i
Put Palin’s Wolf-killing

We're getting the word out to voters about Governor Sarah Palin's Recordon TV

barbaric record on Killing America’s mldlllahespecmlly her active

promotion of the brutal aerial hunting of wolves

Since Defenders of Vildlife Action Fund released our hard-hitting video
on her support for the wolf slaughter last week...

* Nem 451] 000 ntial voters have read our emaill
an B,{I 0 potential voters have viewed the video on
\"ouTube with many more spread the word by re-posting the video
on their websites and blogs and forwarding it to friends. .
» CNN and other news outlets have picked up the story, running i e g
clips from Defenders of Wildlife Action fund and our sister
organization Defenders of Wildlife.

To reach hundreds of thousands of swing voters who will help decide this
election, we've created a powerful new television spot detailing Govemor
Palin's efforts to kill wolves and bears. But we can only run it with your
financial help today.

We need fo raise §7100,000 in the next
week fo put our new ad on the air on
tefevision station




wikdlife-saving efforis across the counfry.
Click here to watch our new television ad on Govemnor Palin's WAl you help?
support for aerial hunting and help us run it on television stations
starting in Ohio, one of the handful of swing states that will decide  Yes! | will donate...
the election.

Warning: This fefevision ad — like the govemnor's support for this brutal jn( $20: Part of one 60-second TV
practice — is disturbing. ad

Charles, running a television ad during an election year is expensive. We DB ST%UJWO parts of a 60-second
need to raise $100,000 by September 17th to run this ad and support our 4

work o provide a voice for endangered wildlife. 5 i $200: A full 60-second TV ad

We've had hundreds of calls and emails from our supporters urging
us to get the word out on Governor Palin’s bounty proposal to jn( Another Amount
reward wolf killers with a $150 check and her support for aerial
hunting of wolves and bears. Please donate $40 or whatever you can
afford today to help us raise the funds we need to get the word out.

We have plenty of work to do. Help Air Our
New TV Ad!

As governor of Alaska, Sarah Palin has proposed paying a $150 bounty

for the rorelﬁg of leag; deahgd WOIf. The Sggnal hunhg% program sésge ; m
jons has alre; nearly 800 wolves. She's opposed efforts to

%nm‘s polar bears from extinction. She's fought against efforts

to save some of the world's most endangered beluga whales.

At nearly every opporiunity, Govemnor Palin has sided with Big Oil, mining  SPreading the Word
companies, wealthy trophy hunters and other entrenched special interests
:P support of policies that would greatly harm the wild animals we o

easune.

American voters deserve to know the truth about Governor Sarah
Palin’s record that’s killing our wildlife. Please donate to helj
us run our new ad in Ohio next week, a key swing state.

With the election less than 50 days away, we don't have much time to
help voters leamn about the real Sarah Palin. Please donate $40 or

whiatever you can afford today to help us spread the word. Last week's video an Palin's wolf kil
~ record has afready been viewed more than
With Gratitude, 68,000 fimes on YouTube!

S — T ——— -
wh;tevergnu can afford today to help us spread the word. Last week's videa on Palin’s wolf killing

i record has siready been viewed more than
With Gratitude, 68,000 times on YouTube!

3 %&@E&L&-&mm._
“ﬁ &y Rodger Schiickeisen
N Pfes%de t
Defenders of Wildiife Action Fund
=

P.5. We dont have much fime to get our Palin ad on the air. Please make a secure confribution online today or
call 1-800-425-4632 to make your contribution by phone.

Privacy Policy | Contact Us | Donate Now | Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund Home
© Copyright 2008, Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund
This message was sent to corasingdefenders.org.

Please do not respond to this message.
Click here to update your information or unsubscribe.

Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund provides a powerfil voice in Washington to Americans who value our consenvation
hentage. Through grassrools lobbying, issue advocacy and polifical campaigns, the Acfion Fund champions those
laws and lawmakers that protect wildlfe and wild places while working against those that do them harm.

Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund can be contacted at:
1130 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Paid for by Defenders of Wildlife Action Fund at http:/fiwww defendersactionfund orgf and not authorized by any
candidate or candidate's commitiee.
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